
The Forum for Responsible 
Research Metrics

What will it do, and what will it 
mean for practitioners?

Professor David Price, UCL 
Vice-Provost (Research)

Lis-Bibliometrics, 30 January 
2018

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PROVOST (RESEARCH)



What is the Forum for Responsible 
Research Metrics?

• Established in 2016 in response to the Metric 
Tide report, with the aim of enabling the 
responsible use of metrics across Higher 
Education, improving the infrastructure that 
underpins metric use, advise funding bodies 
and inform the development of REF2021



What is the Forum for Responsible 
Research Metrics?

• The Forum is a partnership between HEFCE, 
Research Councils, Universities UK, the 
Wellcome Trust and JISC, and members 
include representatives of a number of 
universities, sector bodies, royal societies 
and the devolved administrations. 



• The launch of the San 
Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment 
(DORA) and the Leiden 
Manifesto marked a change in 
how we understand and use 
research metrics.  

Why has it been 
established?



• The Wilsdon Report highlighted 
concerns surrounding the use of 
metrics in Higher Education –
including the use of metrics in 
research assessment, the need 
for measures that account for 
differences between disciplines, 
and ensuring robustness and 
accuracy within the system.

Why has it been 
established?



• The Forum is intended as a 
cross-sector response which 
will bring together 
representatives from 
universities, funding bodies 
and policymakers to deliver on 
the recommendations in the 
report.

Why has it been 
established?



The Forum in Context

• There are a number of models for 
how we can adopt responsible 
metrics principles and embed 
them across higher education:

• The San Francisco 
Declaration (DORA)

• The Leiden Manifesto
• A bespoke approach, (i.e. 

Loughborough University –
which could be described as 
Leiden Plus)

What is the right model for the UK 
context?



What will the Forum do?

• Inform REF2021 and beyond, and 
how the principles of responsible 
metrics outlined in the Wilsdon
report can be put into practice –
ensuring that assessment, as well 
as measurement, is robust, 
transparent and diverse. 

• Gauge the extent to which HE 
institutions are implementing the 
principles of DORA, the barriers to 
adoption, and how those barriers 
can be overcome, through 
widespread consultation with the 
community.



What will the Forum do?

• Develop a framework of 
principles to enable open and 
transparent research 
information infrastructure, which 
supports the collection of robust, 
reliable and responsible 
qualitative data.

• Work with the academic 
community, industry and funders 
to explore the role and purpose 
of new and alternative metrics.



What has the Forum done 
so far?

• Established a baseline for 
engagement with DORA through 
a survey of HE institutions

• Developing a report to HEFCE 
on how metrics can be used to 
support the REF Environment 
section.

• Looking to explore ‘Next 
Generation’ metrics

• Upcoming event in February to 
engage with the research 
community and share good 
practice.



What will it mean for 
practitioners?

• By building a solid framework for 
Responsible Metrics 
Infrastructures, the forum aims to 
embed responsible data collection 
within and across the sector.

• Developing guidance for how that 
data is used, once collected, will 
support the principles outlined in 
the Wilsdon report.

• This should support a culture of 
responsible metrics collection and 
use across education and policy.



What will it mean for 
practitioners?

• Developing guidance is only 
part of the picture –
embedding responsible 
metrics principles requires 
responsive RIM platforms 
and academic and 
institutional commitment, 
reflected in HR processes.

• We want to work with HE 
institutions to make the 
process workable for the 
academic community.



What happens now?

• The Forum for Responsible 
Research Metrics 
forthcoming event in 
London on 8 February 
2018 here: goo.gl/XsJ1m2
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